
tional trainings to be of-

fered on a special training 

day to help providers ob-

tain all eight or the addi-

tional five hours of re-

quired annual training. 

These two mandatory 

trainings will be added to 

the monthly training agen-

da this summer so provid-

ers will be able to com-

plete all the trainings on 

one day.  

An email announcing 

the date of the special 

training day will be sent to 

all independent and agency 

provider contacts at     

SOCOG once these have 

been scheduled. The train-

ing schedule on SOCOGõs 

website will be updated 

once the trainings are 

available. If you would like 

to be added to our contact 

list, please e-mail SOCOG 

at llippert@socog.org. 

Independent and agen-

cy providers who have 

direct contact with individ-

uals receiving homemaker/

personal care are required 

to complete eight hours of 

training annually. The eight 

hours include the manda-

tory MUI Training 

(incidents adversely affect-

ing health and safety) and 

Rights Training (provisions 

governming rights of indi-

viduals). These two train-

ings account for three of 

the eight hours leaving 

providers to find five elec-

tives to meet the require-

ments. The Ohio Depart-

ment of DD (DODD) also 

requires three additional 

mandatory trainings. These 

trainings are: 

¶ Behavior Support 

training which is indi-

vidualized and provid-

ed at the county board 

to cover the require-

ments relative to the 

independent providerõs 

role in providing be-

havior support to the 

individual(s) he or she 

serves. 

¶ Self-Determination 

which includes assisting 

the individual(s) to de-

velop self-advocacy 

skills, to exercise his/ 

her civil rights, to ex-

ercise control and re-

sponsibility over the 

services he/she re-

ceives, and to acquire 

skills that enable him/

her to become more 

independent, produc-

tive and integrated 

within the community. 

¶ Positive Interven-

tion Culture exam-

ines the definitions and 

how it changes our 

view of individuals with 

disabilities, identifies 

examples of positive 

interventions and re-

views the importance 

of person-first lan-

guage as used by pro-

fessionals working with 

individuals with disabil-

ities. 

SOCOG is developing 

the curriculum for the Self-

Determination and Positive 

Intervention Culture train-

ings as well as other addi-
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DD Awareness Month Activities 

Excitement abounded across 

the SOCOG region as many coun-

ty boards held events during March 

in observance of Developmental 

Disabilities Awareness Month. Letõs 

take a look at how our 15-member 

county boards of developmental 

disabilities participated. 

Adams County Board  

made great efforts to increase 

awareness through a Proclamation 

by Commissioners, placemats in 

area restaurants, newspaper arti-

cles, PSAs on the local radio sta-

tion, and a People First/Project 

STIR presentation to the Adams 

County Board of DD. 

Athens County Board  

marked Awareness Month with a 

Commissionersõ Proclamation and 

was featured in a 12-page special 

edition of the Athens News spot-

lighting county board programs as 

well as collaborative partners and 

agencies. Two special events were 

held. A St. Patrickõs Day Fundraiser 

was held at the Union Street Diner 

in Athens to benefit Beacon School 

and a DD Awareness Festival was 

held at Beacon School. The festival 

included many displays, presenta-

tions, special awards, musical per-

formances and skits, and tours. 

Clinton County Board 

promoted awareness as the Early 

Intervention, Services and Support 

Services and Adult Services depart-

ments submitted articles to the 

local newspaper featuring families or 

individuals. Those departments were EI, 

Service & Support and Adult Services. 

Fayette County Board  created 

awareness with a newspaper article 

about the education of children with 

developmental disabilities. The Fayette 

county DD Special Olympics program 

held a basketball game with the Sheriffõs 

Department to create awareness and 

raise funds. 

Gallia County Board  celebrated 

by hosting two luncheons at Guiding 

Hand School ð one for the Gallia Coun-

ty Commissioners and the other for the 

department heads of the Gallia County 

agencies. Guests received theme t-shirts 

and were entertained by the pre-school 

students who performed a song by 

òPete the Cat.ó The Guiding Hand 

School students spend a day delivering 

coloring books to second graders in the 

local elementary school. To round out 

the festivities, adult clients participated 

in the Gallipolis Development Centersõ 

5k Walk/Run & Pig Out to benefit local 

food pantries. 

Highland County Board  capped 

a week of activities with its traditional 

(25+ years) balloon launch, a proclama-

tion by the mayor, and open house at 

Hills and Dales. 

Jackson County Board observed 

DD Awareness Month with a Commis-

sionersõ proclamation, a visit by the Fire 

and Sheriff Departments at the Hope 

Haven School, a staff versus Special 

Olympians basketball game, and the first 

ever meeting of Self-Advocacy 

Group. 

Lawrence County Board 

continued several traditions in ob-

serving DD Month. Its 3rd Annual 

5K Run/Walk for Developmental 

Disabilities attracted over 200 par-

ticipants. Also held was the 14th 

annual Chili Fest and Craft Show. 

Meigs County Board held 

an Open House to celebrate 

March as Developmental Disabili-

ties Awareness Month.  Visitors 

enjoyed tours of the school and 

adult services area, refreshments, 

and door prizes.   
Pickaway County Board 

(PCBDD) celebrated DD Aware-

ness Month with two evenings of 

basketball games. The first event 

featured two games between the 

four school districts. Logan Elm 

squeaked by Westfall with a last 

minute shot and Circleville nar-

rowly defeated Teays Valley in 

overtime. All teams were integrat-

ed with both students and adults 

participating in PCBDD programs 

with support from each school 

districtõs cheerleaders. During the 

second even held at Ohio Chris-

tian University gymnasium, Special 

Olympics Hawks beat out the 

community team consisting of rep-

resentatives from PCBDD, their 

partner agencies and business asso-

ciates in the county.  

Pike County Board  began 

their observance of DD Awareness 

Month by attending the kick-off at 

the state house. Locally, they held 

their annual basketball game of 

county board and Canal Industries 

staff against the Pike County Cou-

gars with the Cougars winning 45 

to 41. Individuals were recognized 

in newspaper articles and a òCome 

See What Weõre All Aboutó Open 

House/Tour was held by Pike 

County Board/Canal Industries. 

  

 

< Elec Simon (front left) performed 

interactively with Pioneer Center stu-

dents during DD Awareness Month. 
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musical performance featuring Elec 

Simon (former Broadway star). The 

16th Annual Awards Night topped off 

the monthõs events by recognizing 

those who have gone òabove and 

beyondó to serve the DD communi-

ty. 

Scioto County Board  kicked 

off its celebration with an open 

house to showcase services and high-

light òheroes.ó More than 150 staff 

and individuals with DD participated 

in the annual St. Patrickõs Day Parade 

promoting their annual Hardwood 

Heroes Celebrity Basketball game 

and were featured on the front page 

of the Portsmouth Daily Times. A 

day was spent teaching and filming its 

own version of the popular Harlem 

Shake available on YouTube at   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=hK_CfaenwqY. The media 

attended a Commissionersõ 

Proclamation presentation. Fes-

tivities wrapped up with the 

Hardwood Heroes Celebrity 

Basketball Game held at Shaw-

nee State University featuring 

Special Olympians versus local 

celebrities (mayor, city auditor, 

bank CEOs, hospital VPs and 

more. During the game, aware-

ness activities were held on the 

mezzanine. 

Vinton County Board õs 

workshop Vinton Industries held 

a spaghetti dinner for the public 

to promote Developmental Dis-

ability awareness and allow the 

public to tour their facility.  

House/Tour was held by Pike County 

Board/Canal Industries. 

At Ross County Board , March 

Madness took on added dimensions for 

DD Awareness Month. Activities 

kicked off with Pinwheel Day where 

children in the DD community deliv-

ered pinwheel bouquets to area organi-

zations who continue to support the 

DD population in Ross County. The 

mayor declared March DD Awareness 

month and throughout the month DD 

representatives were featured on 

WKKJ radio. Children and adults with 

DD received top-notch treatment at a 

Spa Day at Pickaway-Ross Career and 

Technology Center. The annual Provid-

er Fair was held showcasing DD pro-

vider services. Students at Pioneer 

School enjoyed a special interactive 

Pike County Board Annual Basketball Game Athens County Board DD Awareness Festival 

Gallia CBñGuiding Hand School Preschoolersõ Perform Scioto County Board promotes basketball game in parade. 

Highland County Board balloon launch. 
Fayette County Board Special  

Olympics Basketball Game 
Vinton Industries Spaghetti Dinner 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hK_CfaenwqY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hK_CfaenwqY

