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DODD Director Jeff Davis updates Ohio on the department's
efforts to support the state's developmental disabilities system
during the coronavirus (COVID-19) state of emergency, while
offering his gratitude for everyone's dedication to teamwork.
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"Relationships matter," Davis says. "Relationships between
provider management and direct support, relationships between our counties and our providers, relationships between
the state and our county partners: I'm seeing them play out ...
in ways that I could only hope for.
"We're going to put emphasis on strengthening those relationships and keeping them solid in the midst of all this challenge."
From all of us here at the Southern Ohio Council of Governments, we would like to express our deep appreciation for all
of the dedicated direct care staff working on the front lines!
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COVID-19 Helpful Websites & Phone Numbers
The Southern Ohio Council of Governments continues to function as usual with the exception of most staff now working from
their home offices. The office is staffed at minimum levels and
we are not accepting visitors. Email, voice mail and the fax machine is being monitored but, due to the possible delay with returning voice messages left at the office, we would recommend
using email. As always, the Southern Ohio Council of Governments is available to help individuals receiving services, their
families and providers as well as county board staff. Don’t hesitate to reach out to us if assistance is needed!
We have put together the following list of resources:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/
https://dodd.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/dodd/about-us/our-programs/
resource-dodd-covid-19-support
http://www.oacbdd.org/covid19
https://dodd.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/dodd/about-us/
communication/news/COVID-19

Ohio Department of Health (ODH) hotline at 1-833-4-ASK-ODH
(1-833-427-5634)

Health Passport link:
http://www.oacbdd.org/clientuploads/emails/2020/COVID19/200405-OACB-COVID19-Hospital-Transfer-Form.pdf?
fbclid=IwAR0HH47UiuVWI1fhTTcCK8wdf4LqGTmxJO6XxEvR1q0
ccdK21p5w9xwN_BM
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Oh, Corona……...Stay Home
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Adams County Annual Fundraiser
Kicking off DD Awareness
month early in Adams
County with our annual fundraiser basketball game against the
Adams County Sheriff’s Department. $7,7000 was raised
in just two hours. The big announcement of the day was from
the Cincinnati Reds Organization
– Maria Sexton has been selected
to sing the National Anthem at
the Abilities at Bat game on July
24th. Maria receives services and
supports in
Adams County. A custom
t-shirt has been designed for
people to wear to the game to
show their support for
Maria and Adams County individuals with
disabilities. Tickets
are available for $20.00
and include a concert and fireworks after the ballgame. For
more information on
taking a group
to this game, contact Venture
Productions at 937-544-2823.

Adams County recently launched The Ohio
governors initiative imagination library. The
Adams County Board of developmental disabilities was a lead partner in making this program a reality. to date, there have been 589
children registered to receive a free book
each month. All children ages 0 to 5 are eligible for the program in Adams County! Pictured: Sarene Bellamy, Fran DeWine, & Liz
Lafferty
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March on Court Street—Athens County
“Individuals with disabilities have
been fighting for years for equal
rights, to be represented in a way
that everyone else is represented in
the community." Those are the
words of Dr. Kevin Davis, the superintendent of the Athens County
Board of Developmental Disabilities.
He and the Board work year round
to promote developmental disability awareness, but March is the
month dedicated to developmental
disability awareness across the nation.
The Board of Developmental Disabilities has held a parade every
March for the last three years in
honor of developmental disability
awareness month. The Board calls it
"The Annual March for Disability
Awareness."
“We start here at baker center and
we usually have about 100 or 150
people show up with signs and banners and signs supporting individuals with disabilities,” said Davis.
Among those dozens of people is
William Peacock, who elected officials call a ‘Champion’ of the disability awareness movement in Athens.
He says the County Board does a lot
of good for people with developmental disabilities. ‘It’s good that
the County Board and people with
developmental disabilities can share
goals together and help these young
people become advocates in the
future,’ said Peacock.
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Many of the young people
attending the march are students at the Board of DD’s Beacon School.

State Representative Jay Edwards attended the march. He
says the communities he represents work to include everyone.

“A lot of my students had a lot
of fun making these signs today,
talking about the disability they
have, talking about their
strengths and their weaknesses.
Just kind of helping them learn
to advocate for themselves and
then letting the community
know we’re here and we’re
ready to be a part of your community,” said Samantha Dunlap,
a Young Adult instructor at Beacon School.

‘We’re taking things in context
of how can we make this accessible to everyone?” said Jay Edwards. “If someone’s in a
wheelchair, if someone uses a
walker, if someone has certain
things, how can we make this
accessible to anyone? It’s that
way of thinking – and I don’t
think every community is that
way-- this community is very
special in that every time a project comes up, it is how do we
include everybody?” Edwards
For Davis and the Board, advocacy is a year-round effort.

As young people learn to advocate, others show the community how they already participate.
“I use a pencil to draw from
either pictures or magazines
and after I do it from the pencil,
I do the painting and I do it
calmly and relaxed. And I call it
‘perfect timing,” said Scott
Brooks, an artist with Passion
Works.

“But for us, we wish there wasn’t even a need for a disability
awareness month. To us, all
twelve months are disability
awareness month, that’s what
our job is and that’s what we
do,’ said Davis.
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Athens and Vinton County Boards sponsored an OSDA Project
STIR Leadership Training March 9th—11th in Athens, Ohio.
Project STIR training teaches Individuals to use tools to help
them advocate for themselves, connect with others and gain
leadership skills. During the training Individuals learn how to:
stand up for themselves, speak up about things that are important to them, solve problems, become a leader, start or
strengthen their local
advocacy groups, and plan for their futures. We had 26 Individuals attend
and graduate from the training from
the following counties in the SOCOG
region: Athens, Clinton, Lawrence,
Meigs, Pike, Ross and Vinton.

Mr. & Mrs. Adams
Congratulations to the Newlyweds, Bill & Sherri
Adams, from Scioto County. Bill & Sherri, since
engagement, could not move forward with their
wedding because they were afraid to lose their
benefits. The two have been advocating for
change in the law to allow people with supplemental security income to marry without losing
the benefits they need to survive. After five years
of engagement, even though the law has not
changed, the couple found out that Sherri could
keep her income as a dependent drawing from
her deceased father’s Social Security. Bill and
Sherri vow to keep advocating for a change in the
law to help others who want to marry without
losing their benefits.
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Athens County Kick Off
National Developmental Disabilities
Awareness Month kicked o at Beacon
School on Wednesday, Feb. 26, with a
celebration of students, sta and local
elected ocials. The awareness month
has been celebrated every year in
March since 1987. This year’s theme
is “Let’s Connect.”
“I think the theme is perfect this year
because that’s what we need to do,”
Athens Mayor Steve Patterson said.
“We’re one community, let’s connect
together to raise each other up.”
Patterson presented a Mayoral Proclamation to the Athens County Board of
Developmental Disabilities (ACBDD).
“The campaign seeks to raise awareness about people with developmental
disabilities in all areas of community
life, as well as awareness of the barriers that people with disabilities still
sometimes face connecting with the
communities where they live,” the
proclamation read.
“Whereas policies must be developed,
attitudes shaped, and opportunities
oered that allow people with developmental disabilities to live as independently and productively as possible
in our community,” the proclamation
continued.
The proclamation Patterson read highlighted the partnership between the
city and the ACBDD, as well as Beacon School. The ACBDD currently
serves over 700 residents with developmental disabilities, along with the
resident’s families.
“We recognize all citizens, and en-

courage all citizens to recognize and
support opportunities to include full
access to education, housing, employment and recreational opportunities,”
Patterson read.
Patterson urged community members
to celebrate the month and recognize
the many contributions made by those
with disabilities.
After Patterson nished reading the
proclamation from the city, Athens
County Commissioner Chris Chmiel
got a laugh from the audience with his
contribution.
“That was a lot, everything that Steve
said, but for the county,” Chmiel said.
Representative Jay Edwards presented
a commendation from the state.
“Let’s not forget about what the month
is about and the month is about awareness,” Edwards said.
Edwards spoke highly of the work being done by the city and the county
when it comes to disability awareness.
“We’re so fortunate to live in the county we live in and to have this facility
(Beacon School), not everybody has
this. Not everybody has a city like Athens, or has a county like Athens,” Edwards said.
Edwards also pointed out that while
Athens has done a great job, there is
always more to be done when it comes
to inclusion.
“That’s really what this month is
about, how do we bring awareness to
the inclusion in our community, but
also how do we raise awareness of
some of the things we can do better –
the barriers we still have?”
ACBDD will be hosting several events
throughout March, including the
March on Court Street on March 6, at
10 a.m. Line up begins at 9:45 a.m. at
Baker University Center. The March
will go up Court Street and end at the
Courthouse with a brief presentation.
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Provider Partnership Pilot Project

This project was conducted in two phases as a collaborative effort led by the OACB, with
support from OPRA and DODD. As local County Boards divest
themselves of direct services, provider support has emerged as a key and
fundamental role for local Boards of Developmental Disabilities in the 21st
century. With this emerging role for local Boards in mind, the purpose of the project was To

promote cooperation and support among County Boards of
Developmental disabilities and providers of services to people with
developmental disabilities at the local level while developing strategies, in
conjunction with local developmental disability stakeholders, to increase
collective focus on improving the quality of services and supports for people with developmental disabilities.

For more information regarding this pilot you may contact Nancy Neely at
nneely@oacbdd.org. The final reports for the project are available. If you would like a copy
of the report please email Myra Cryder at
mcryder@socog.org.
T h e S o u th er n O h i o C o u n c i l o f G o v er n m en ts w a s f o r m ed i n M a r c h 1 99 6 a n d b e g a n s er v i c e s i n M a r c h 1 99 7 . T h e C o u n c i l
w a s c r ea t ed b y S u p er i n te n d en t s o f C o u n ty
B o a r d s o f D ev el o p m en t a l D i s a b i l i t i es i n
s o u th er n O h i o . T h e C o u n c i l i s a g o v er n m en t en t i ty c r ea t ed u n d er C h a p t er 16 7 o f
th e O h i o R e v i s ed C o d e, r ep r es en t i n g 1 5
C o u n t y B o a r d s o f D e v el o p m en ta l D i s a b i l i ti es . T h e C o u n c i l p r o v i d es a d m i n i s tr a t i v e
s u p p o r t s f o r C o u n ty B o a r d s i n A d a m s ,
A th e n s , B r o w n , C l i n to n , F a y e t te , G a l l i a ,
Hi g h l a n d , J a c k s o n , L a w r en c e , M ei g s , P i c ka w a y , P i k e , R o s s , S c i o to a n d V i n to n C o u n ti es .

27 West Second Street
Suite 202
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601
Phone: 740-775-5030
Fax: 740-775-5023
Office hours - M-F
8:00AM-4:00PM

We’re on the web at
www.socog.org

SOCOG Mission Statement
Do things together we
can't do effectively and efficiently alone




Offer members a trusted source of external expertise and feedback
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